KABLOONA
Tutannuak was now free to return to camp; indeed, he must
return to camp with this good news. The others would con-
tinue the hunt while I went back with him. We put a hook
through the nose of the seal, and two dogs dragged it as far
as the sled.
An early return to camp always meant meat, and every-
body was out as we drove up. As usual, it was the children
who had seen us first and raised the alarm; and from every
side women, scuttling in their crab-like shuffle, were hurrying
towards Tutannuak's igloo. We shoved the seal through the
porch, and inside the butchering began. The honour of cutting
up and distributing the meat fell to Tutannuak's wife. She
skinned the seal, and as she worked she went mentally through
the list of households and decided who was to get which cut. The
blubber was removed and set aside, the blood was scooped out
with a great ladle and poured into a bowl, and the moment for
distribution arrived. All the women in the camp were crowding
into the porch, children crawling between their legs and over
their backs, the sight and smell of meat creating a prodigious
agitation. On her knees in the porch, her head framed in the
opening, the wife of the man who had won the race to Tutan-
nuak held out a basin. As soon as it was filled she made her
way out, and was replaced by the next wife in the same animal
posture.
That night the men returned in high humour. My presence
had brought them luck, and now they looked upon me as one of
themselves. How simple their pleasures are! al.s we were smok-
ing and joking in the igloo, one of them stood up and began to
laugh all by himself, but to laugh as I have rarely seen a man
laugh. He stood shaking and radiant with glee, while the others
stared in bewilderment and wondered what could have hap-
pened to make him laugh like this. No one asked, of course; and
finally he said, still shaking: . . . no, I cannot tell you what
he said; Rabelais could, but not I, though I thought his
immense laughter, his gargantuan pleasure over his eupepsia,
wonderfully and humanly funny. He was laughing un-
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